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A WALK THROUGH HISTORY AND FLEUR DE LIS CAMP 

 

Welcome to the Historical Trail of Fleur de Lis Camp (as compiled by Lady Wendy Carney and Henry Whipple, Sr. and 

edited by Liz Young) 

 

This writing will describe areas on camp property that at one time or another 

served a different purpose than providing summer fun for campers. At the 

end of the writing is a map, created by Wendy Korjeff Bellows, that will 

give you a sense of the area. Please remember and respect that Fleur de Lis 

Camp is private property. 

A special thank-you to Mr. Henry Whipple who not only shared his 

knowledge of this area, but also gave nearly 80 years to keep Fleur de Lis 

alive and well.   

Beginning behind the old red dining hallé.The staff cottage, the dining hall 

and the foundations in front of the dining hall were originally all part of the 

Laurel Lake Inn or Hotel. The staff cottage was the ice house and pump 

house for the Inn. 

The red dining hall was the horse barn for the Inn. The actual Inn was in 

front of the dining hall. It burnt to the ground in 1919. (Interestingly the 

maiden trip for a ñnew fire truckò was made to the fire, it went off the road 

on route and became stuck in the mud on the Lake Road.) Lore also says that 

the fire was started by a hired (from Boston) arsonist. When the arsonist 

went to leave town, he mistakenly took the train North to Keene and when he 

traveled back through Fitzwilliam to get to Boston, he was arrested. 

A large dance pavilion was located over the water near the Church Grove 

(Frances E. Beede Chapel). Planks of wood can still be found in and sticking 

out of the water near the shore. Also, town picnics were often held in the 

grove. 

The red dining hall we used for many years was in the process of being converted from the horse barn for the Inn into a 

recreation hall for camp when an electrical fire destroyed the óoldô dining hall during the 1945 camp session. Quickly 

the recreational hall became a dining hall. And now it is back to being used as recreational space. 

The foundation of the old dining hall, which also housed the arts and crafts program, is located next to the farmhouse. It 

burned during the summer and the Army and Red Cross moved in quickly to feed the camp! Of note, again the fire de-

partment had some difficultyé.As the firemen laid the hose from the lake to the fire, they neglected to use any protec-

tion from the lake and before long the pumper was so full of sand it was not functional. 

The farmhouse was built in the 1700s. Originally it was used as the mill headquarters. It was rebuilt three times and ad-

ditions were added on several occasions. Then it was used as the main farmhouse of a large working farm. (Of note, 

Henry Whippleôs grandfather used to cart the farmôs fresh product to Boston via horse and buggy.) 
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The Sunken Garden was used as a sheep and 

pig pen and the original dining hall was the 

barn for the farmhouse. 

The óFelsô (currently our health center) was 

originally built in the 1700s. It was first used 

by the caretakers of the farm. The house and 

property there were purchased by camp in 

the 1950s from the Felton family. 

Near the volleyball court was a house, a store 

and a church. This was the center of How-

eville, at that time a bustling area of Fitzwill-

iam. The store and church foundations have 

been filled in, however handmade nails and 

pieces of stained glass can still be found in 

the area. 

 

 

 

As you walk down toward the tent field you will find, if you look, several old foundations. Most of them were bucket 

mills. 

Most of Fitzwilliamôs industry was located in this area. There was strong consideration for putting the railroad depot 

where our softball field in now located, however, because of the distance from town, the railroad decided against this. 

Foundations of mills can be found on the way to the rifle range, just beyond the Password Grove and down the road 

toward óFairylandô. The reason the beavers were able to quickly create their pond in this area is that they just re-

activated the mill pond that was between two of these mills by rebuilding a dam.  The foundation on the barn side of the 

Frog Pond was not a mill but a barn for young stock for the farm.  

The land to óFairylandô is also private property (road between the senior and mid field entrances). It belongs to Richard 

Whipple. There are a few old foundations on this road as well.  

In the tent field the Junior Lodge was originally a dry house for the buckets. (Actually, Fleur de Lis rebuilt the Junior 

Lodge in 1962, however, the location has not changed.) The 

Arts and Crafts building was a pig house, the WOGS 

(women or girls) were chicken coops and the camp craft 

shed was a corn crib. 

The recreation barn was originally the cow barn for the 

farm. It was converted into the barn for camp. During the 

1955 camp season it was struck by lightning during a se-

vere storm and burned to the ground. The good news was 

that the fire department had no difficulty with this fire. The 

barn was rebuilt around the standing chimney and fireplace 

and named the óNew-Old Barnô. Note:  All buildings in 

camp are now fully protected via lighting rods! 

There is much more history to Fleur de Lis including 

changes since it became Fleur de Lis. We will be glad to 

answer any questions you may have.  

The Farmhouse 

Treat House, also known as the Camp Directorõs house 
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